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danger, which could be worked up into a really good
plot by a teacher with imagination and a knowledge of
children's tastes.

This brings us to the consideration of the character-
istics of a good story.

Stories must be simple in form and move with pre-
cision towards the climax. They should contain an
element of the familiar (for this makes the child feel
comfortably at home with the tale), combined with
elements of wonder and surprise (for these kindle
imagination and keep the mind in a state of delicious
suspense). Stories must tell of action and adventure,
for children are interested in what people do, not in
what they think. Word pictures must be clear and vivid;
the language simple yet dignified, and of a quality that
will make appeal both to the senses and, the emotions.

The use of rhymed verse, so common a feature of our
folk tales, should be carefully preserved; for all story-
tellers are familiar with the look of joyous satisfaction
that spreads over the children's faces as they hear sung
or chanted, over and over again in the course of the
tale, such rhymes as :

"Flounder, flounder in the sea,
Hither come I pray to me,"

followed by the moment of breathless excitement before
the deep voice of the flounder replies:

"What does she want now?"
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